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AN ACT CONCERNING VITAL RECORDS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2007) The Commissioner of 1 
Public Health shall require each applicant for employment in, and each 2 
employee applying for transfer to, the vital records unit of the 3 
Department of Public Health to (1) state whether such applicant or 4 
employee has ever been convicted of a crime or whether criminal 5 
charges are pending against such applicant or employee at the time of 6 
application for employment or transfer, and (2) submit to state and 7 
national criminal history records checks. The criminal history records 8 
checks required pursuant to this section shall be conducted in 9 
accordance with section 29-17a of the general statutes. 10 

Sec. 2. Section 7-60 of the general statutes is repealed and the 11 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2007): 12 

(a) Each case of fetal death shall be registered and a fetal death 13 
certificate shall be filed with the registrar of vital statistics in the 14 
manner required by sections 7-48, 7-50, 7-51 and 7-52 with respect to 15 
the filing, content and issuance of birth certificates. A fetus born after a 16 
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period of gestation of not less than twenty weeks in which there is no 17 
attempt at respiration, no action of heart and no movement of 18 
voluntary muscle, shall be recorded as a fetal death. A fetal death 19 
certificate shall be signed by a physician or, when no physician was in 20 
attendance, by the nurse-midwife in attendance at the birth, the Chief 21 
Medical Examiner, Deputy Chief Medical Examiner, an associate 22 
medical examiner [,] or an authorized assistant medical examiner. 23 

(b) Such certificate shall include, on a confidential portion of the 24 
certificate, any additional information required by the department, 25 
provided the information obtained under this section shall be used 26 
only for medical and health purposes.  27 

Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 7-62b of the general statutes is 28 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 29 
January 1, 2008): 30 

(a) A death certificate for each death [which] that occurs in this state 31 
shall be completed in its entirety and filed with the registrar of vital 32 
statistics in the town in which the death occurred or the town in which 33 
the funeral home having charge of the body is located no later than 34 
five days after death if filing a paper certificate and no later than three 35 
days after death if filing through an electronic death registry system, in 36 
order to obtain a burial permit prior to final disposition. The death 37 
certificate shall be registered if properly filed. If the place of death is 38 
unknown but the body is found in this state, the death certificate shall 39 
be completed and filed in accordance with this section, provided the 40 
place where the body is found shall be shown as the place of death. If 41 
the death certificate is filed in the town in which the funeral home 42 
having charge of the body is located, the registrar of vital statistics 43 
shall forward a copy of such death certificate to the registrar of the 44 
town where the person died to be kept on permanent record. 45 

Sec. 4. Subsection (b) of section 7-62b of the general statutes is 46 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 47 
January 1, 2008): 48 
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(b) The funeral director or embalmer licensed by the department, or 49 
the funeral director or embalmer licensed in another state and 50 
complying with the terms of a reciprocal agreement on file with the 51 
department, in charge of the burial of the deceased person shall 52 
complete the death certificate on a form provided by the department. 53 
Said certificate shall be filed by a licensed embalmer or such 54 
embalmer's designee or a funeral director or such director's designee, 55 
in accordance with the provisions of this section, except when inquiry 56 
is required by the Chief Medical Examiner's Office, in which case the 57 
death certificate shall be filed in accordance with section 19a-409. The 58 
town where the original death certificate is filed and the Social Security 59 
number of the deceased person shall be recorded on such certificate. 60 
Such licensed funeral director or licensed embalmer shall obtain the 61 
personal data from the next of kin or the best qualified person or 62 
source available and shall obtain a medical certification from the 63 
person responsible therefor, in accordance with the provisions of this 64 
section. Only a licensed embalmer may assume charge of the burial of 65 
a deceased person who had a communicable disease, as designated in 66 
the Public Health Code, at the time of death and such licensed 67 
embalmer shall file an affidavit, on a form provided by the 68 
department, signed and sworn to by such licensed embalmer stating 69 
that the body has been disinfected in accordance with the Public 70 
Health Code. 71 

Sec. 5. Section 7-76 of the general statutes is repealed and the 72 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2007): 73 

The fees due registrars of vital statistics for the making of records, 74 
copies and endorsements relating to births, deaths, fetal deaths and 75 
marriages, when the residence of the parents of the child or of the 76 
deceased or of either party to a marriage is in some other town in this 77 
state than that in which the birth, death, fetal death or marriage 78 
occurred, shall be paid by such other town except as they relate to vital 79 
statistics of inmates of any state institution. The fees paid by such other 80 
town shall not exceed two dollars for each such record, copy or 81 
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endorsement. All bills for such fees shall be submitted by such 82 
registrars to such other towns on or before February first of each year, 83 
provided if a bill amounts to less than twenty-six dollars, no bill shall 84 
be sent and the amount shall not be due. If the registrar of vital 85 
statistics of any town or city receives a salary for the performance of 86 
the registrar's duties, the amount of fees due under the provisions of 87 
this section shall be paid to such town or city.  88 

Sec. 6. Subsection (a) of section 19a-42 of the general statutes is 89 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 90 
January 1, 2008): 91 

(a) To protect the integrity and accuracy of vital records, a certificate 92 
registered under chapter 93 may be amended only in accordance with 93 
sections 19a-41 to 19a-45, inclusive, chapter 93, regulations adopted by 94 
the Commissioner of Public Health pursuant to chapter 54 and 95 
uniform procedures prescribed by the commissioner. Only the 96 
commissioner may amend birth certificates to reflect changes 97 
concerning parentage or gender change. Amendments related to 98 
parentage or gender change shall result in the creation of a 99 
replacement certificate that supersedes the original, and shall in no 100 
way reveal the original language changed by the amendment. Any 101 
amendment to a vital record made by the registrar of vital statistics of 102 
the town in which the vital event [occurred] originated or by the 103 
commissioner shall be in accordance with such regulations and 104 
uniform procedures. 105 

Sec. 7. Subsection (b) of section 19a-42 of the general statutes is 106 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 107 
January 1, 2008): 108 

(b) The commissioner and the registrar of vital statistics shall 109 
maintain sufficient documentation, as prescribed by the commissioner, 110 
to support amendments and shall ensure the confidentiality of such 111 
documentation as required by law. The date of amendment and a 112 
summary description of the evidence submitted in support of the 113 
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amendment shall be endorsed on or made part of the record and the 114 
original certificate shall be marked "Amended", except for 115 
amendments due to parentage or gender change. When the registrar of 116 
the town in which the vital event [occurred] originated amends a 117 
certificate, such registrar shall, within ten days of making such 118 
amendment, forward an amended certificate to the commissioner and 119 
to any registrar having a copy of the certificate. When the 120 
commissioner amends a birth certificate, including changes due to 121 
parentage or gender, the commissioner shall forward an amended 122 
certificate to the registrars of vital statistics affected and their records 123 
shall be amended accordingly. 124 

Sec. 8. Section 19a-323 of the general statutes is repealed and the 125 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2008): 126 

The body of any deceased person may be disposed of by 127 
incineration or cremation in this state or may be removed from the 128 
state for such purpose. If death occurred in this state, the death 129 
certificate required by law shall be filed with the registrar of vital 130 
statistics for the town in which such person died, if known, or, if not 131 
known, for the town in which the body was found or the town in 132 
which the funeral home having charge of the body is located. The 133 
Chief Medical Examiner, Deputy Chief Medical Examiner, associate 134 
medical examiner, or an authorized assistant medical examiner shall 135 
complete the cremation certificate, stating that such medical examiner 136 
has made inquiry into the cause and manner of death and is of the 137 
opinion that no further examination or judicial inquiry is necessary. 138 
The cremation certificate shall be submitted to the registrar of vital 139 
statistics of the town in which such person died, if known, or, if not 140 
known, of the town in which the body was found, or with the registrar 141 
of vital statistics of the town in which the funeral [director] home 142 
having charge of the body is located. Upon receipt of the cremation 143 
certificate, the registrar shall authorize the cremation certificate, keep it 144 
on permanent record, and issue a cremation permit, except that if the 145 
cremation certificate is submitted to the registrar of the town where the 146 



 
Raised Bill No.  1190 

 

 

LCO No. 3943   {D:\Conversion\Tob\s\2007SB-01190-R00-SB.doc }    6 of 9
 

funeral director is located, such certificate shall be forwarded to the 147 
registrar of the town where the person died to be kept on permanent 148 
record. The estate of the deceased person, if any, shall pay the sum of 149 
forty dollars for the issuance of the cremation certificate or an amount 150 
equivalent to the compensation then being paid by the state to 151 
authorized assistant medical examiners, if greater. No cremation 152 
certificate shall be required for a permit to cremate the remains of 153 
bodies pursuant to section 19a-270a. When the cremation certificate is 154 
submitted to a town other than that where the person died, the 155 
registrar of vital statistics for such other town shall ascertain from the 156 
original burial transit removal permit that the certificates required by 157 
the state statutes have been received and recorded, that the body has 158 
been prepared in accordance with the Public Health Code and that the 159 
entry regarding the place of disposal is correct. Whenever the registrar 160 
finds that the place of disposal is incorrect, the registrar shall issue a 161 
corrected burial transit removal permit and, after inscribing and 162 
recording the original permit in the manner prescribed for sextons' 163 
reports under section 7-72, shall then immediately give written notice 164 
to the registrar for the town where the [death occurred] certificate 165 
originated of the change in place of disposal stating the name and 166 
place of the crematory and the date of cremation. Such written notice 167 
shall be sufficient authorization to correct these items on the original 168 
certificate of death. No body shall be cremated until at least forty-eight 169 
hours after death, unless such death was the result of communicable 170 
disease, and no body shall be received by any crematory unless 171 
accompanied by the permit provided for in this section. The fee for a 172 
cremation permit shall be three dollars and for the written notice one 173 
dollar. The Department of Public Health shall provide forms for 174 
cremation permits, which shall not be the same as for regular burial 175 
permits and shall include space to record information about the 176 
intended manner of disposition of the cremated remains, and such 177 
blanks and books as may be required by the registrars.  178 

Sec. 9. Section 20-86b of the general statutes is repealed and the 179 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2007): 180 
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Nurse-midwives shall practice within a health care system and have 181 
clinical relationships with obstetrician-gynecologists that provide for 182 
consultation, collaborative management or referral, as indicated by the 183 
health status of the patient. Nurse-midwifery care shall be consistent 184 
with the standards of care established by the American College of 185 
Nurse-Midwives. Each nurse-midwife shall provide each patient with 186 
information regarding, or referral to, other providers and services 187 
upon request of the patient or when the care required by the patient is 188 
not within the midwife's scope of practice. Each nurse-midwife shall 189 
sign the birth certificate of each infant delivered by the nurse-midwife. 190 
[A] If an infant is born alive and then dies within the twenty-four-hour 191 
period after birth, the nurse-midwife may make the actual 192 
determination and pronouncement of death [of an infant delivered by 193 
the nurse-midwife] provided: (1) The death is an anticipated death; (2) 194 
the nurse-midwife attests to such pronouncement on the certificate of 195 
death; and (3) the nurse-midwife or a physician licensed pursuant to 196 
chapter 370 certifies the certificate of death not later than twenty-four 197 
hours after such pronouncement. In a case of fetal death, as described 198 
in section 7-60, as amended by this act, the nurse-midwife who 199 
delivered the fetus may make the actual determination of fetal death 200 
and certify the date of delivery and that the fetus was born dead. 201 

Sec. 10. Subsection (a) of section 46b-22 of the general statutes is 202 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 203 
October 1, 2007): 204 

(a) [All] Persons authorized to perform marriages in this state 205 
include (1) all judges and retired judges, either elected or appointed, 206 
[and] including federal judges and judges of other states who may 207 
legally join persons in marriage in their jurisdictions, (2) family 208 
support magistrates, state referees and justices of the peace [may join 209 
persons in marriage in any town in the state] who are appointed in 210 
Connecticut, and (3) all ordained or licensed [clergymen] members of 211 
the clergy, belonging to this state or any other state, as long as they 212 
continue in the work of the ministry. [may join persons in marriage.] 213 
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All marriages solemnized according to the forms and usages of any 214 
religious denomination in this state, including marriages witnessed by 215 
a duly constituted Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is, are valid. All 216 
marriages attempted to be celebrated by any other person are void. 217 

Sec. 11. Section 46b-24 of the general statutes is amended by adding 218 
subsection (d) as follows (Effective October 1, 2007): 219 

(NEW) (d) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, in order to 220 
be valid in this state, a marriage ceremony shall be conducted by and 221 
in the physical presence of a person who is authorized to solemnize 222 
marriages. 223 

Sec. 12. Subsection (a) of section 46b-38dd of the general statutes is 224 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 225 
October 1, 2007): 226 

(a) [All] Persons authorized to perform civil unions include (1) all 227 
judges and retired judges, either elected or appointed, including 228 
federal judges and judges of other states who may legally join persons 229 
in marriage or a civil union in their jurisdictions, (2) family support 230 
magistrates, state referees and justices of the peace [may join persons 231 
in a civil union in any town in the state] who are appointed in 232 
Connecticut, and (3) all ordained or licensed members of the clergy, 233 
belonging to this state or any other state, as long as they continue in 234 
the work of the ministry. [may join persons in a civil union.] All civil 235 
unions solemnized according to the forms and usages of any religious 236 
denomination in this state are valid. All civil unions attempted to be 237 
celebrated by any other person are void. 238 

Sec. 13. Section 46b-38gg of the general statutes is amended by 239 
adding subsection (d) as follows (Effective October 1, 2007): 240 

(NEW) (d) In order to be valid in this state, a civil union ceremony 241 
shall be conducted by and in the physical presence of a person who is 242 
authorized to solemnize civil unions or marriages. 243 
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Sec. 14. (Effective from passage) The Commissioner of Public Health 244 
shall amend the birth record of any person who presents evidence 245 
satisfactory to the commissioner that such person's birth certificate or 246 
birth record is inaccurate, provided an application for such 247 
amendment is submitted to the commissioner on or before October 1, 248 
2007. 249 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 
Section 1 October 1, 2007 New section 
Sec. 2 October 1, 2007 7-60 
Sec. 3 January 1, 2008 7-62b(a) 
Sec. 4 January 1, 2008 7-62b(b) 
Sec. 5 October 1, 2007 7-76 
Sec. 6 January 1, 2008 19a-42(a) 
Sec. 7 January 1, 2008 19a-42(b) 
Sec. 8 January 1, 2008 19a-323 
Sec. 9 October 1, 2007 20-86b 
Sec. 10 October 1, 2007 46b-22(a) 
Sec. 11 October 1, 2007 46b-24 
Sec. 12 October 1, 2007 46b-38dd(a) 
Sec. 13 October 1, 2007 46b-38gg 
Sec. 14 from passage New section 
 
Statement of Purpose:   
To provide for criminal background checks for all employees new to 
the vital records unit, to make other minor and technical changes to the 
vital records statutes and to authorize nurse-midwives to sign fetal 
death certificates.   

 

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, 
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is 
not underlined.] 
 


